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or global nature directly impact how an individual is 
socialized—with some of the socializing influences 
being from outside one’s country of residence.

However, one need not migrate to another country 
to experience global pressures. The Internet and cell 
phones have increasingly created a sense of connect-
edness to other parts of the world and an awareness 
of global interdependencies (Brier 2004; Roach 2004). 
Some commentators have even suggested that the 
Internet is a threat to the nation-state as it allows indi-
viduals to develop friendships, loyalties, and norms 
that are not in the interests of the state (Drori 2006). 
Ideas of social justice or progress may be shaped not 
just by the government that rules the country but by 
international human rights organizations and ideas 
obtained from media that cross borders, such as the 
Internet. In recent uprisings in some Middle Eastern 
and North African countries, social networking kept 
movement participants in touch with others in the 
uprisings and with outside media and supporters. 
So socialization can include agents beyond the local 
community and even beyond national boundaries.

As more people have access to the Internet, they 
also have access to international information and 
friendships across borders and boundaries. Figure 4.1 
on Internet use around the world illustrates not only 
variability of access but also how widespread this 

SOCIALIZATION AND 
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Sense of Self in the New 
Global Context
Immigration patterns and ethnic conflicts around 
the world have resulted in a fairly new phenomenon: 
transnationalism. Transnationalism is the process by 
which immigrants have multinational social relations 
that link together their original societies with their new 
locations. This means that an individual or a family has 
national loyalty to more than one country (Levitt 2001, 
2007; Levitt and Waters 2006). Often, it occurs after 
the migration of war refugees, whose roots lie in their 
country of origin and whose close family members 
may continue to live there. 

Consider transnational children raised in war-torn 
countries. In the Palestinian territories, especially 
Gaza, and in Israeli settlements along the border, chil-
dren grow up with fear and hatred that result in major 
influences on their socialization. Some war refugees 
spend childhoods in refugee camps and may never 
return to their native countries. For people experienc-
ing transnationalism, there are conflicting messages 
about culturally appropriate behaviors and the obliga-
tions of loyalty to family and nation. Events of a national 
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FIGURE 4.1  Internet Users per 100 People

Source: World Bank 2013b.




